
 

Message from: Joanne Young – President of the Niagara-on-the-Lake Horticultural Society 

Niagara-on-the-Lake Horticultural Society FEBRUARY 2021 UPDATE 

Hello Members, 

Well, it has been much too long since the Horticultural Society has been together, and it looks like it is going to be a bit 

longer yet!  I hope everyone is staying safe and keeping healthy.   In case you have not heard, Wiarton Willie, on his 66th 

year of predictions (that is one old Groundhog), has predicted an earlier spring. I do not know about you, but that is the 

best news that I have heard in a very long time.  I cannot wait to get back out into the garden. 

Here are some updates as to what is happening with the society: 

We are sad to inform you that 2 of our members passed away in January.   Nancy Chapman passed away earlier in 

January.   Shirley McBride, who was a member from 2011 to 2018, passed away on January 25th.  Our heartfelt thoughts 

and prayers go out their family and friends at this difficult time. 

Since we have not been able to hold our AGM yet for 2020, we have not formally thanked one of our Board members 

who has stepped down from the board and welcome a new member onto the Board.  Bette Ann James has served on 

the board for the since 2018 as our Communications/Social Media Coordinator.  Bette Ann faithfully looked after our 

website (including developing a new website) and brought us into the 21st century by creating our Facebook Page.  She 

also made sure that the society had a public presence by keeping us in the newspapers and on different social media 

sites.  A big THANK YOU to Bette Ann for all the hours that she has dedicated to the society over the last 3 years.  You 

have left big shoes to fill.  And filling those shoes, we would like to warmly welcome Dee Fahlman to the Board as our 

new Communication/Social Media Coordinator.  As soon as we asked Dee if she would consider taking on this position, 

she enthusiastically agreed.  We look forward to working together with you.  The rest of the Board remains the same for 

2021.  I would just like to personally thank the entire board for their continued dedication to the society.  It is such an 

amazing group of individuals and a such a joy to be able to work with them.  Thank you! 

January is the month when we have Renewal of Memberships.  We had held off on this just to see where we were going 

to be with COVID.  We understand that we were only able to meet for the first couple months in 2020 and were unable 

to provide all the programming that we had planned.  As a board, we had been thinking of waiving this year’s 

membership fees.   

Unfortunately, OMAFRA (Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs) is our governing body and according to 

their by-laws, for us to maintain our “Society status”, we are required to collect membership fees from each member on 

a yearly basis.  Therefore, we are required to do so.  As I said earlier, the COVID stuff is still going to be around for at 

least a few more months.  So that means that will we not be able to hold our “normal” type of meeting again this spring.    

We are in the process of lining up some great speakers who are willing to make their presentations through a Zoom type 

of meeting.  Currently we have 4 speakers that have agreed to do this, and we hope to add more to the list yet.  We are 

also looking into the possibility of having some presentations recorded where we can make the link available to our 

members to watch at their leisure.   So, plans are underway. 

We will be asking you to renew your memberships online this year.   We are currently setting that up and we will send 

out another email with all the instructions in the next week.  By then, we also will have a list of upcoming speakers with 

the dates.  Not only will you able to renew your membership online, but now is also the time for you to be asking a 

friend or neighbour, who is interested in learning more about gardening, to join up as well. Stay tuned for next week’s 

email. 

Please note:  Due to COVID, the NOTL Horticultural Society Garden Tour has been cancelled for 2021 – we hope to have 

a spectacular tour in 2022 which will be our postponed 30th anniversary event. 

Winter is a great time to be planning for next year’s garden. I have provided a few links below for you to check out:   

1. A wonderful little 50 paged booklet about attracting bees into garden.  

 

2. Information about online courses that the University of Guelph is offering to homeowners in February. 

 

3. Have a look at the latest OHA newsletter, “Trillium”.                 

 

▪ 

https://www.notlhortsociety.com/membership-information
https://www.notlhortsociety.com/meeting-information
https://www.notlhortsociety.com/membership-information
https://www.notlhortsociety.com/
https://mcusercontent.com/f6f4e7c648f1309a08364063c/files/ed6c1420-e276-477b-9614-f293d7ce9cbc/Flower_Patch_for_Rusty_Patched_Bumblebee_Final.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/f6f4e7c648f1309a08364063c/files/73cd70ea-290e-4d2c-a453-b633191a1420/Arboretum_Gardening_Programs_Winter_Spring_2021_with_links.pdf
http://www.d9gardenontario.org/2021-Winter-Trillium.pdf

